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Bust of Saint Agatha, venerated by the faithful at Catania and carried in procession across the entire city.

informazione compilata da | information compiled from: saint­agatha.com; meteoweb.eu; lasicilia.it
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The Feast of Saint Agatha in Catania
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

Saint Agatha is one of the
most important saints, also cited in
the Roman Liturgy and depicted
standing next to other virgins in the
famous mosaics of Ravenna.

She lived in Catania under
the rule of Emperor Decius at the
dusk of the Roman Empire and
despite that we do not know her
date of birth, we could dare
hypothesize that she was between
15 and 20 years old when she was
martyred in the year 251 A.D. It
seems she came from a
distinguished family, perhaps of
noble origin.

In order to stabilize and
unite his rule, Decius ordered that
every citizen of the Empire was
obliged to offer sacrifice to Roman
gods such that every citizen had to
acquire certification that he/she
would have performed the pagan

sacrifice as sign of one’s loyalty.
Agatha refused to abjure

her Christian faith and offer
sacrifices to the heathen gods of
Rome. Being a young and
beautiful lady, coming from a rich
family, her refusal was too
“noticeable”: Quintin, the local
governor could not allow such
open rebellion, which could
become a source of negative
example to others. But Agatha
refused any sort of compromise
that was proposed to her.

We can imagine that,
because of her religious faith, her
direct and open opposition to the
governor became the main reason
for her punishment. Quintin locked
her in prison, hoping such terrifying
experience would have made a
strong impact on a young lady
from an outstanding family. But his

hopes turned out in vain.
Since the prison did not

manage to convince Agatha to
abjure her faith in Christ, Quintin
ordered that she be tortured. Her
breasts where ripped off and she
was tortured also by fire. As she
was being martyred, a strong
earthquake hit Catania, which
event many interpreted as divine
wrath for how Agatha was being
treated: the public opinion started
to ramble against Agatha’s torture,
but Quintin was too proud to stop
it.

Agatha died in prison on
the 5 February 251, her “dies
natalis” (birthday to heaven) on the
day when the Church celebrates
the birth of the martyr to a new life.

Thanks to the moral force
that she witnessed and the
particular cruel circumstances of
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her death, she soon became known
and venerated.

The Feast of Saint Agatha
which, for its uniqueness, has been
defined by UNESCO as an “ethno­
anthropological good, patrimony of
humanity”, starts on 3 February with
the offering of the candles.

It starts at midday (perhaps
the only precise time of the feast)
leaving Stesicoro Square and
proceeds towards Via Etnea up till
the Cathedral. In the procession the
following organizations march, each
behind one’s banner: Catholic
associations, Agathinian clubs, the
parishes, the Chivalric Orders, the
clergy and religious, seminarians and
the Archbishop of Catania, the public
bodies amongst which the Local
Council and the University, each with

their respective Mace bearer, and
ushers wearing historic costumes,
and finally civil and military
authorities. Immediately follow the
twelve candelabrae which represent
the votive candle offered by the
respective categories of belonging,
following an established cerimonial in
order of seniority: first is the small
one of Monsignor Ventimiglia, then
Rinoti, Fiorai, Pescivendoli,
Ortofrutticoli, Macellai, Pizzicagnoli e
Alimentaristi, Pastai, Bettolieri
(Vinai), Panettieri, Villaggio S. Agata
and, finally, Circolo S. Agata. The
procession ends with two old
carriages called “Carrozze del
Senato”, this time empty because the
authorities would have descended
from them just as they arrive at the
Municipal Palace at Stesicoro

Square to walk, as said, the rest of
the procession.

As soon as the festive
chiming of the “Angelus” starts at
midday, simulatneous to the
explosion of the harbour canons,
according to the Catanese tradition
of the “Luminaria” of the 3rd
February, from the Church of Saint
Blaise Bishop and Martyr at Saint
Agatha at the Furnace in Porta Aci
(Aci Gate), where the venerated veil
of the «calcaredda» is conserved on
which the naked body of the Martyr
Agatha was rolled on 5 February
251, the solemn liturgical procession
unfolds for the votive offering of the
Candle of Saint Agatha at the
Cathedral, which houses the
precious relics of the martyr saint.

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

The Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes in Lucera
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Assistente Spirituale dell’Arciconfraternita della B.V.M. di Lourdes
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February 11 has now
become for all of the members of
the Archconfraternity of the B.V.M.
of Lourdes and for the city of
Lucera an extraordinary day of
faith and love towards the Blessed
Virgin venerated by the title of Our
Lady of Lourdes.

This year, moreover, the
specificity of the event became
more vibrant and intense not only
because it is the 158th
anniversary since the apparition of
the Virgin to Bernadette, but also
since it coincides with the Feast for
the Sick, the Extraordinary Jubilee

Year of Mercy but also because it
comes when the Archdiocese of
Lucera bids farewell to the Bishop
who leaves our Diocesan
Community to start a new pastoral
ministry in a different community.

A big crowd accompanies
the statue of the Blessed Virgin
along the streets of the city with
prayers and hymns that express
our devotion to Our Heavenly
Mother.

To the confreres and
sisters of our Archconfraternity, join
also the representatives of other
confraternities, representatives of

organisms that work in the health
sector, many volunteers of the
Apostolate of Suffering, also many
sick persons and last but not least
a group of Knights of Saint
George, led by the Grand Master,
Prince Luigi Maria Picco,
accompanied by Reverend
Monsignor Bruno Gagliarducci.

The fulcrum of the entire
religious manifestation lies in the
Eucharistic celebration at the
Cathedral, presided by our Bishop,
following which we all came out
charged with a lot of enthusiasm
and love for Mary and Jesus. 
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Investiture Ceremony of new Knights and Dames in Perugia
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Once again the splendid
Church of Saint Michael Archangel,
also known as Temple of Saint
Angelo, in the locality of Perugia,
on the 29 and 30 April 2016, has
been the site for the Ceremony of
the Vigil of Arms and the
conferment of chivalric dignity to
Novices of the Sacred Imperial
Military Nemantine Angelic
Constantinian Order of Saint
George and Saint Stephen from
Umbria and Lazio.

A highly evocative
ceremony made of gestures and
rituals, which through the centuries
have undergone very few changes,
keeping intact the solemnity and
deep spiritual meaning as of its
origins.

The ceremony of
conferment of chivalric dignity,
presided by the Sovereign Grand
Master, H.R. and I. H. Prince Luigi
Maria Picco di Montenero
Lavarello Obrenović of Serbia,
Bosnia and Constantinople, heir of
the “House Lascaris Comneno
Nemanja Paleologo Obrenović of
Constantinople­Serbia”, was pre­
ceded at 6 p.m. by a Vigil of Arms,
officiated by Monsignor Bruno
Gagliarducci and Father Albin
Kouhon, during which the
decorations and mantles that
distinguish the Knights and Dames
were blessed, and the oath was
professed by the Knights and
Dames ­elect, who came from
religious, military, business and
professional backgrounds into the
Chapters of Umbria and Lazio.

The conferment of
chivalric dignity, ensued by the
imposition of the sword, in order to
keep alive the memory of the
equestrian and military
connections of the Order. Such
commitment, with the passing of
centuries transformed itself in a
concrete support and vicinity to the

Christian population, manifesting
itself in works of charity or public
utility: in actions of solidarity, in
paths of faith and in cultural
exchanges. At the conclusion of
the ceremony of the new Knights
and Dames, auspices were
expressed that they may actively
work in favour of the Catholic
Church and do acts of charity
benfitting the initiatives promoted
by the Order.

At the end of the event a
number of tourists, some Italian
and others hailing from various
countries, who had been present in
church, showed their interest about
such ceremony they had assisted
and some were thankful for having
come to know this world so distant
from “ours” and from those aspects
that could otherwise very easily be
labelled as “folkloristic” or
“nostalgic”, but which had allowed
them to go beyond appearances,
and to get to know humble
persons, notwithstanding the
prestigious noble title they
enjoyed. It would seem paradoxical
to whoever is unacquainted with
chivalric realities or nobility, that
precisely the noble titles render
those who own them humble
persons. Philanthropy and being
near those who suffer, in fact, is a
distinctive tract of nobility, at least
in the modern understanding of the
term.

Holy Mass on Saturday 30
April was officiated by three
Constantinian Spiritual Coun­
sellors: Monsignor Bruno
Gagliarducci, Monsignor Patrick
Incorvaja and Father Albin
Kouhon. During Mass, Novice
Patrizio Rossi, who had passed
away unexpectedly a couple of
days prior to his investiture, was
commemorated in the presence of
his family.

To Knight Doctor Brunello
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Cucinelli, the noble title Patrizio
Bizantino (Byzantine Patrician),
was awarded motu proprio by the
Sovereign Grand Master, Prince
Luigi Maria Picco di Montenero
Lavarello Obrenović of Serbia,
Bosnia and Constantinople.

The striking ceremony was
intensified by the surroundings of
the most beautiful church, going
back to the V­VI century after Christ
and one of the oldest in Italy.
At the end the nobles, knights and
dames participated in a convivial.

Amongst others, the
ceremony was attended by:
­ Adv. Urbano Barelli, Vice Mayor
of Perugia;
­ H.H. Prince Leonardo Salomone
Navarra della Torre d’Oriente;
­ Don Michele Maria Biallo, Baron
of Avola Colattuvo, Count of
Serrano and XXIV Governor
General of the Order of Saint
George of Borgogna accompanied
by Donna Ottaviana Giagnoli Biallo,
Baroness of Avola Calattuvo,
Countess of Serrano;
­ Don Andrea Bernardi, Count of
Villabernin, Chancellor of the Order
of Saint George of Borgogna
accompanied by Donna Rocio
Jimenez Pizarro Bernardini,
Countess of Villabernin;
­ Chev. Dr Brunello Cucinelli,
President of Brunello Cucinelli SpA
accompanied by his consort
Federica Cucinelli;
­ Prof. Maurizio Oliviero, Lecturer
at the Università degli Studi of
Perugia and President A.Di.S.U.
(Regional Agency for the Rights of
University Studies). 
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The Solemnity of Pentecost at the Pantheon

15 Maggio | May 2016
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Charity Concert at the Pantheon
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On Saturday 24
September 2016 took place the
charity concert at the splendid
Basilica dedicated to Sancta Maria
Ad Martyres (the Pantheon) in
Rome. The offerings collected
during the concert are destined to
the “Scuola dei Coniglietti Bianchi”
(White Bunnies School) of
Perugia. This school consists of a
number of classes and is housed
in the Paediatric Haematological
Oncologic Department of the
Ospedale Santa Maria della
Misericordia (Saint Mary of Mercy
Hospital) in Perugia. At the event
participated a group of recovering
children, accompanied by their
parents, medics, paramedics and
teachers.

They travelled by bus from
Perugia, arriving in Rome, where
in the morning they visited the
Vatican Gardens. During this tour
they were assisted by a Vatican
Guide and by Monsignor Patrick
Incorvaja, Spiritual Counsellor of
the Order; after lunch they arrived
at the Pantheon to assist at the
concert. This event, already
previously scheduled for 4 June
2016, had been postponed
because of the unexpected
passing away of its promoter,
Knight Commander Patrizio Rossi.
Since he had worked very hard to
materialize this concert, it was
eventually organized in
commemoration of him, to
remember him and honour his
commitment, energy and the
passion that he had channelled
into this event.

The concert was
presented by Monsignor Bruno
Gagliarducci, Spiritual Counsellor
of the Constantinian Order. At the
end, three of the group of children
read some thanksgiving
messages. During the presentation

of the concert, Ms Nicoletta
Platoni, wife of the late Patrizio,
and her two children, were
presented with a memento of the
event, offered by the Umbria
Chapter of which Patrizio was
Knight Commander of Merit,
proffered by the Grand Master, H.
R. and I. H. Prince Luigi Maria
Picco di Montenero and by
Marquise Don Fabio Guasticchi,
Responsible for the Umbria
Chapter.

The concert was
magisterially executed by the
Accademia Perusina di Perugia
(Perusian Accademy), Choir and
Orchestra, directed by Maestro
Fabio Berellini and comprising for
the occasion about a hundred
elements, amongst whom singers
coming from various choirs in
Umbria and nearby regions, and
the participation of four solo
voices accompanied by an
orchestra who played the Messa
da Requiem K626 of W.A.
Mozart.

The evening ended with
long applauses directed to the
magnificent execution of the Choir
and Orchestra, which appreciation
also came the tourists present in
the Basilica.

For the wonderful success
of this event, we thank our
sponsors (individuals and firms)
who have contributed, with their
sensibility and generosity, toward a
moment that has united solidarity
with the commemoration of our
friend Patrizio Rossi.

Finally, a most heartfelt
thanks to Antonio Trifici, Ugo
Tosetti, Fernando Simonetti and
Nicoletta Platoni for the
organizational commitment
directed to the successful outcome
of the event.
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International Prize “CONSTANTINUS MAGNUS” ­ 2016 Edition
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The International Prize
“CONSTANTINUS MAGNUS” represents
a prestigious recognition destined
to those who have contributed, in
Itay or abroad, to the development
or the diffusion of culture and
knowledge in various sectors, in
the supreme interest of lifting up
and promoting peoples’ progress,
the research of truth, freedom
justice and peace and, therefore,
of universal brotherhood by which
it desires to aggregate and connect
remarkable people who work every
day to make our world better with
their concrete and long lasting
action.

The presentation of the
International Prize “CONSTANTINUS

MAGNUS” Edition 2016, took place
on Saturday 15 October in Spello.

The beneficiaries of the
Prize were, for the Sectors “PEACE

AND DEFENCE OF UNIVERSAL RIGHTS"
and “ART AND CULTURE” ­ awarded
by the Sacro Ordine Imperiale
Militare Nemagnico Angelico
Costantiniano di San Giorgio e
Santo Stefano, under the
patronage of the Local Council of
Spello and Royal and Imperial
Household Picco Lavarello
Lascaris Comneno Paleologo
Obrenović of Costantinople–Serbia
­ the Comunità di Sant’Egidio, in
the person of the President Prof.
Marco Impagliazzo and the
Accademia Bonifaciana, in the
person of the Rector President
Comm. Dott. Sante De Angelis.

Besides the Mayor of
Spello, Dr Moreno Landrini, the

cermony was attended by H. R and
I. H, Prince Luigi Maria Picco di
Montenero Lavarello Obrenović,
Grand Master of the Constantinian
Nemantine Order and Head of the
Royal dynasty, the Honorary
Consul of the Russian Federation
at Ancona Adv. Marco Ginesi, the
Consul emeritus of the Russian
Federation in Italy Prof. Armando
Ginesi (accompanied by the
coordinator of the Consular
Secretariat Cav. Renato Barchiesi),
Reverend Monsignor Bruno
Gagliarducci, Spiritual Counsellor
of the Order’s RomaLazio Chapter,
Prof. Maurizio Oliviero, Ordinary
Professor of Public and
Comparative Law at the Università
degli Studi di Perugia, other
authorities and dignitaries of the
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Order. Previously scheduled
commitments have impeded Prof.
Giorgio Bonamente, Ordinary
Professor of Roman History at the
Università degli Studi di Perugia
and Prof. Roberto Romano,
Associate emeritus of Byzantine
Civilization at the Università
Federico II di Napoli from
attending.

In the precedent editions,
the Prize has been granted to Dr.
Flavio Lotti, in 2012 as coordinator
of the Tavola della Pace di Assisi
(Table of Peace of Assisi); in 2013
to Reverend Father Ibrahim Faltas
O.F.M., Rector emeritus of the
Nativity Basilica in Bethlehem and
currently Bursar of the Custody of
the Holy Land; in 2014 to His
Excellency Abu Mazen, President
of the National Palestinian
Authority; in 2015 to the Local
Council of Lampedusa, in the
person of the Mayor Dr Giuseppina
Maria Nicolini, to businessman Dr
Brunello Cucinelli, and to
Contemporary Art Historian Prof.
Armando Ginesi.

The event was ably
moderated by Prof. Maurizio
Oliviero. The first speaker was Dr
Moreno Landrini, Mayor of Spello
who extended greetings to all
present and all who contributed,

directly or indirectly, to the
successful outcome of this edition
of the Prize. Other speeches were
made by the Grand Master of the
Order, Prince Luigi Maria Picco di
Montenero, the Hon. Consul Adv.
Marco Ginesi and Consul emeritus.
Prof. Armando Ginesi.

During the assigning of the
Prize there followed moments of
reflection; after which the President
of the Comunità di Sant’Egidio,
Prof. Marco Impagliazzo
delivered a keynote speech on the
theme “Europe confronted by the
challenges of migration” by
tackling, with great competence,
the migratory problem of the South
of the world. Then, the Rector
President of the Accademia
Bonifaciana, Comm. Dr Sante De
Angelis reflected on the theme:
“Mercy has a tangible face: the
Extraordinary Holy Year of Pope
Francis on Peace and Pardon”.
At the end, on behalf of Prof. Bruno
Romano, indisposed, Reverend
Monsignor Bruno Gagliarducci read
a paper on an interesting document
that summarizes the most recent
studies accomplished by Prof.
Romano on the Constantinian
Nemantine Order, entitled “From
the IV to the XXI century – the
development of an Order”. 
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Investiture Ceremony of new Knights and Dames in Rome
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In the Magisterial Basilica
of Saint Vitale and companions,
martyrs, in Fovea, on the 12
November 2016 took place the
Ceremony of the Prayer Vigil of
Arms and the Investiture of new
knights and dames of the Sacred
Imperial Military Nemantine Angelic
Constantinian Order of Saint
George and Saint Stephen.

This year, the calendar of
events linked to the Extraordinary
Jubilee Year of Mercy
(approaching its conclusion) gave
the opportunity to the Knights and
Dames of our Order to unite,
together with the annual
appointment of the November
Investiture Ceremony in Rome, to
pass through the Holy Door of
Saint Mary Major to perform the
path of the Jubilee marked by
prayer and works of Mercy.

After the last instruction
given by the Master of Novices to
the new Knights and Dames, all
those present participated in an
evocative moment of prayer of the
Vigil of Arms, presided by Msgr

Daniele Micheletti, Spiritual
Counsellor General.
On this day, also, the spiritual
counsellors of the Order were
available to hear Confessions by
those who wished to approach the
Sacrament of Penance.

The Solemn Ceremony of
Investiture ensued in the
afternoon. At the end of the Sacred
Liturgy, presided by Msgr Bruno
Gagliarducci, Spiritual Counsellor
of the Order, and concelebrated by
a number of priests, of whom Msgr
Patrick Incorvaja, Spiritual
Counsellor of the Order, Msgr
Kevin Gillespie, Pontifical Master
of Ceremonies, and by two priests
and Novices in the Order, Canon
Father Raffaele Antonacci and
Rev. Father Anthony Marc
Debattista.

The ceremony was also
attended by civil, military and
diplomatic authorities and cultural
personalities: Archduke Henrikus
Hermanus Ruijgrok, Ordinary
Consul General of the Kingdom of
Thailand for Europe; H.E.

Constantijn Van Vloten, Honorary
Consul of the Russian Federation
for Holand: Colonel Giuseppe
Donnarumma of the Provincial
Directorate of the Carabinieri in
Rome; Comm. Dr Sante De
Angelis, Rector President of the
Accademia Bonifaciana of Anagni;
H. R. and I. H. Prince Leonardo
Salomone Navarra della Torre
d’Oriente; H.R.H. Don Mario
Paciotti di Montefabbri Amoroso
d’Aragona, Grand Master of the
Ordine Militare e Ospedaliero di
San Giovanni D’Acri e San
Tommaso; H.H. Don Michele Maria
Biallo, Barone d’Avola Calattuvo,
Conte di Serrano, XXIV Governor
General of the Ordine di San
Giorgio di Borgogna; and Dr
Sergey Starstev, Director for Italy
of the Press Agency Ria Novosti of
Moscow.

After the solemn
ceremony, a Gala Dinner was
organized at the Sala Francesco
Baracca at the Casa dell’Avviatore.

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